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I Moldova

1. What is the population of Moldova? 

According to the National Bureau of Statistics the Moldovan population, excluding Transnistria, was 3,563,695 on 1st January 2010. The Transnistrian authorities carried out a census in 2004, and stated that the population of the region consists of 555,347 people, while according to estimates of the Moldovan statistical authorities the total was of some 410.000 people in January 2008. The total population of Moldova, including Transnistria, would therefore be approximately 4 million.

2. Is Moldova the poorest country in Europe?

The country’s per capita real GDP is the lowest in Europe and Moldova is classified as a lower-middle-income country by the World Bank. The GDP per capita in Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) was USD 2,959 in 2010 (6,665 USD in Ukraine; 11,766 USD in Romania; and 33,052 USD in the European Union). Overall, the country suffers from a high incidence of poverty, particularly in rural areas. 

3. What is the average salary in Moldova? 

According to the National Bureau of Statistics, the average monthly salary (in Jan 2010) is 2,972 MDL or about 252 USD. 

4. How do Moldovans earn a living?

As the Moldovan average salary suggests, declared jobs do not allow most Moldovans to earn a living and people look for alternative sources of revenue; complementary and undeclared jobs. Remittances constitute also a major source of revenue for Moldovans, as 30% of the population resides in households that receive remittances. In approximately 50% of all the remittance-receiving households, remittances fund more than half of current expenditures. The majority of the Moldovan population lives in rural areas (58.6% on 01.01.2010) and indeed, according to 2005 estimates, approximately 40% of the population works in the agriculture sector. A slightly bigger percentage works in the services sector, while 16% are employed by the industry sector. Moldova enjoys a favorable climate and good farmland, and as it has no major mineral deposits, the economy depends heavily on agriculture and food processing industrial sectors; fruits, vegetables, wine, and tobacco are main products. Moldova relies on imported energy and the economy remains vulnerable to higher fuel prices, natural disasters, and the skepticism of foreign investors.

5. What is the social security system in Moldova?

The social assistance system in Moldova is in transition. The types of service that people receive can be divided into three levels which may be classified as primary (or 'community') care, specialist care and very high need care services. The central government currently provides most of the services for people in very high need, but the rest of the services are all provided by the rayon (district) administration. Although there has been progress in this area during the last years, access to quality social assistance and services is still very limited. As of January 2011, the average pension was 810.9 MDL per month (about 54 USD) and registered unemployed people could receive between 30% and 50% of the Moldovan average salary (2972 MDL (2010 Average)) depending on the circumstances of cessation of their employment. In December 2008, the Government of the Republic of Moldova approved the National Programme on the Development of an Integrated System of Social Services for 2008 to 2012 promoted by the Ministry of Social Protection, Family and Child, which aims at addressing the current deficiencies of the social care system. A number of International Organizations and Non-Governmental Organizations are active in the social protection field.

6. When did Moldova become independent? 

For half a century from 1940 Moldova was known as the Moldavian Soviet Socialist Republic (MSSR) and was one of the 15 Republics of the Soviet Union. In early 1991, the Moldovan parliament renamed the country as “The Republic of Moldova”. On 27th August 1991, Moldova seceded from the USSR and proclaimed itself a sovereign independent state.

7. What exactly is Transnistria? 

The Transnistrian region of the Republic of Moldova, is located on the left bank of the Nistru River. Transnistria has not been controlled by central Moldovan authorities since the region declared unilaterally its independence on 2 September 1990.  In March 1992, fighting broke out between the central Moldovan authorities and forces of the unrecognized "Transnistrian Moldovan Republic" (Russian: "Pridnestrovskaya Moldavskaya Respublika" - "PMR"). In July 1992, a ceasefire agreement was reached and is supervised by a trilateral (Russia, Moldova, Transnistria) peacekeeping force. Political settlement negotiations including the two sides, the three mediators from the Russian Federation, Ukraine and the OSCE, and since 2005 the European Union and the United States as observers have not resulted in final settlement yet. While the region is de jure part of Moldova, de facto Transnistria (including the right bank city Bender) – with the exception of six villages on the left bank of the Nistru – remains under the administration of the authorities in Tiraspol, the "capital" of Transnistria. Transnistria is organized as a presidential republic, with its own government, parliament, military, police, security service, postal system, telephone system and currency. Its de facto authorities have adopted a constitution, flag, national anthem, and a coat of arms.

II Migration

1. How many Moldovans Migrate?

According to the National Bureau of Statistics the number of Moldovans abroad during 2010 was approximately 310,000. However, a survey carried out by IOM gave the number of Moldovans working abroad but still belonging to a household in Moldova to be 353,000 in March 2009. In addition, there are approx. 150,000 Moldovans who are planning to migrate in the near future; some for the first time, and some have been abroad and only returned for a short period of time. In the years 2006-2008 alone a number of up to 100,000 Moldovans left the country for good; half of them were members of entire households moving abroad. Considering different estimates it is likely that altogether up to 600 000 Moldovans reside outside the country under different status.

2. How many Moldovans migrate illegally?

It is estimated that one third of Moldovan migrants reside illegally in their host countries. The exact number of Moldovan irregular migrants is very difficult to assess, as migrants can leave the country through the break-away region of Transnistria and other unregulated segments of the border and are therefore not counted in the national statistics. Illegal residence status seems to have become more widespread among Moldovan migrants in CIS countries, while the situation has improved in EU and other host countries.

3. What are the consequences of migrating illegally?

Crossing a border illegally is against the law. Most often, the people organizing illegal migration (the smuggling of people) are members of criminal networks. Sometimes the smugglers can also be traffickers and therefore migrants who pay someone to organize their journey are taking serious risks that might land them in prison or in a trafficking situation. Even if they reach their destination safely, the irregular status of migrants poses a considerable threat to their well-being. Irregular migrants often live in the margin of society, trying to avoid contact with authorities, as that may result in imprisonment and deportation. They have virtually no rights in the place of their residence, including limited or no legal access to social and healthcare services, and may be compelled, due to their precarious circumstances, into unsafe working conditions and accommodation. They are therefore extremely vulnerable to abuse and exploitation, and can easily become victims of human trafficking. Additionally, people who leave their home country legally can end up living as irregular migrants, for example, by overstaying their visas or due to expiration of their travel documents. Sometimes people are not even aware of their status, which severely hampers the realization of their rights. Regular status means that migrants are truly members of their host communities; with rights, privileges and obligations to fulfill according to the country’s relevant laws.

4. What are the main reasons for leaving?

According to a survey carried out by IOM in mid-2006, the most common reason for migrants to leave Moldova was the will to earn a better living: the decision might be made because of low pay, unemployment or poverty. Among the pull factors migrants listed the low costs of migration and advice they had received to go to a particular country. Guarantees of employment and expected good working conditions, as well as the existence of social contacts abroad, are other central factors. Some also expect the living conditions to be better abroad.

5. What are the main countries of destination?

Since the late 1990s, migration from Moldova has been towards two regions: CIS countries, predominantly Russia (61.7% of migrants in 2010), and Western Europe, particularly Italy (18.8% of migrants in 2010). Other important destination countries host between 3% and 1% and include, by decreasing order, Turkey, Israel, Ukraine, Portugal, Greece and  Romania. All other desitinations accounted for just under 9% when combined.  

6. What do the migrants do abroad?

According to a survey carried out mid-2008, the main sector of employment for Moldovan migrants is construction, in which more than half are employed. The second largest sector is services, in which approximately one in five Moldovan migrants earns a living. Smaller numbers of migrants are employed in trade, transport, housekeeping and care, industry and mining, and in agriculture.

7. How much money do Moldovan migrants send back to Moldova?

The total of remittances sent through formal channels alone was 1.65 billion USD in 2008. In addition there are remittances sent through informal channels – typically bus-drivers or fellow migrants going home – which are estimated to have accounted for another 400 million USD the same year. The estimated figures for 2010 show a drop in remittances to 1.18 billion USD, a refection of the current global economic situation. 
8. Is there any migration to Moldova?

Yes. The Government of the Republic of Moldova establishes annually a quota for labour immigrants (1,300 in 2011). In 2010, 2,512 immigrants were given residence status. 813 persons came as labour migrants (especially from Turkey, Romania, Ukraine and Russia), but those who came to Moldova for family reunification are almost as numerous, coming largely from the same countries as the labor migrants. In addition in 2010, just under 800 people moved to Moldova for studies.

9. What is Brain Drain?

Brain drain is the term used to describe the movement of educated and skilled persons from one country to another, usually to the detriment of the former. Migration may be detrimental to the community of origin if the labour market is depleted by the departure of its most productive and/or qualified members.
Migrants who have developed and improved their skills abroad can be actors of the “brain gain” by transferring and infusing knowledge, skills and technology into their countries of origin. The challenge faced by many countries is developing mechanism to mitigate as much as possible the negative effects of “brain drain” and encourage the return of qualified nationals resulting in “brain gain”.
It is necessary to create and maintain links between migrants and their countries of origin, and to tap into their potential by encouraging them to contribute human and financial capital to the development of their home communities. 
Benefits are gained from the temporary presence of highly skilled professionals ("brain circulation"). Visits by teachers, health professionals, engineers, scientists, and other skilled persons can provide the necessary means and stimulus for the development of the education sector, and the overall development of human capital.

10. How is the problem of “brain drain” tackled?

For scientists: Diaspora scientific representatives who want to promote capacities and knowledge and extend their relationships in the academia in the RM may apply to the Program that works to identify 30 leaders among expatriated Moldovan scientists, to carry out short-term assignments in the Republic of Moldova in a local academic/research institution with their Moldovan colleagues and set collaboration ties with their homeland. The program was launched in spring 2010 and will be implemented until the end of 2011 by IOM and the Academy of Science of Moldova. 

For youth: Young Moldovan graduates of foreign universities willing to return and get employed in the public and private sectors of the Republic of Moldova are encouraged the apply for the program. It aims to promote the skill transfer and circulation of innovative ideas and to encourage the extension of social networks and transborder relationships. The pilot program will provide 30 Moldovan young people with logistical assistance in identifying employment opportunities, transport costs and a monthly allowance for six months.

11. What is Circular Migration?
The 

 HYPERLINK "http://publications.iom.int/bookstore/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=37&products_id=62" \t "_blank" IOM World Migration Report (2008) defines circular migration as "the fluid movement of people between countries, including temporary or long-term movement which may be beneficial to all involved, if occurring voluntarily and linked to the labour needs of countries of origin and destination". Essentially Circular Migration if identified and managed properly offers the potential of offering a ‘triple win discourse’ which means that the migrants, the country of origin and the destination country can all gain from this situation. The migrant benefits from the migration in two ways, firstly they earn money to support their family and secondly they have the possibility to learn new languages and acquire new skills. Their remittances directly help to boost the economy of the country of origin, but also, should the migrant choose to return to their country of origin they will also take their newly acquired skills adding to a ‘brain gain’. For the destination countries, the ‘win’ is in the form of accelerated economic growth due to the inflows of workers willing to accept low wages.

12. Possibilities and economic opportunities in the Republic of Moldova for Moldovan migrants

12.1 How can remittances be invested in RM?
Roughly a third of all households in Moldova receive remittances. These remittances that the migrants send home reached a 30% ratio of the GDP in 2008. There is a perception that within Moldova there is a lack of opportunities to create a livelihood back home and as such remittances tend to fuel consumption instead of growth. 
In October 2010, by the decision of the Government of Moldova,  the pilot Program PARE 1+1 (Program for Attracting Remittance into the Economy of Moldova) was adopted for 2 years. The aim of the program is to mobilize the human and financial resources of migrants and their first degree relatives for the development of small and medium enterprises in RM. The Program acts on the 1+1 principle, i.e. 1 leu invested by the migrant is coupled with 1 leu as a grant invested by the state. The implementing institution is the Organization for Small and Medium Enterprise in cooperation with different development partners, including IOM. For more info at: http://www.odimm.md/pare.htm
PARE 1+1 introduces a long-term strategy conceived and implemented by the IOM which attempts to harness the massive migration and remittances flows towards sustainable economic growth. In order to achieve this the Pare 1 + 1 programme  offers migrant investors or their relatives the benefit of entrepreneurial training and matching grants of up to 200,000 Lei, roughly 12,000 Euros, in support of their investment plans. IOM investigated migrants’ use of the banking system and intentions of starting their own business. As a result the IOM has campaigned for the use of formal remittance sending channels, promoted and facilitated by the establishment of the National Organization for Small and Medium Enterprises which is now the Government body in charge of the PARE 1+1 program.

12.2 What assistance is offered for migrants willing to return to Moldova?

Packages of return incentives will be developed to encourage the migrants' return and use of financial and human capital accumulated abroad at home. These packages will provide support services to facilitate business start-ups, assistance on business plan development, accounting, taxation, licensing, access to financial services, procurement of professional equipment, provision of vocational training and professional mediation.

12.3 What assistance is offered for Moldovan migrant associations?

In order to improve the self-management capacities of the Moldovan Diaspora, a special program was planned for the migrant associations. A grant mechanism is provided for innovative projects that aims at improving the internal organization, cohesion, and welfare of Diaspora communities, particularly by creating or improving web-based communication platforms or enhancing the communication through own media outlets of the migrant associations.
12.4 What is offered to Moldovans as an alternative to leaving the country and working abroad?

The lack of economic opportunities is a primary reason for migration, in particular of youngsters and women, as well as for their reluctance to return home. Creation and support of independent income generating activities are the most vital tools for prevention of migration and its possible negative consequences, offering sustainable alternatives to migration and the associated risks.
The economic empowerment and entrepreneurial development initiative for youth and women was initiated by the IOM and the Organization for Small and Medium Enterprise Development (OSME) on 13-24 December 2010 with the first training in the Cahul region. OVER 350 young people and women from all over the Republic of Moldova will have an opportunity to participate in the economic empowerment trainings, as well as to receive small business development grants that will enable them to start entrepreneurial activities to build their future, as well as to invest into the prosperous development of the country. The youth and women economic empowerment and entrepreneurial development initiative was developed to meet the priorities of the Government of Moldova as specified within the National Programme for Economic Empowerment of Young People (PNAET) adopted by the Government, and is being organized and implemented by OSME, with help from the IOM.

III Trafficking

1. What is human trafficking?

Trafficking is the exploitation of another person or their work through deception, coercion, often in surroundings unfamiliar to the person exploited. Traffickers rely on a wide variety of methods, often taking advantage of people in a vulnerable position, such as irregular migrants. The international legal definition of trafficking describes it as “the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation”. (UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, Supplementing the UN Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime www.uncjin.org/Documents/Conventions/dcatoc/final_documents_2/convention_%20traff_eng.pdf)

2. How many victims are there?

It is impossible to give a total number. The full scale of trafficking from/in Moldova remains unknown as many victims are not identified in the destination countries or in Moldova due to changes in trends in trafficking, fear of stigmatization, low level of self identification, limited knowledge of human rights/trafficking issues, as well as the inability or unwillingness of some victims to report their trafficking experiences to the authorities. One indication of the extent of the trafficking phenomenon in Moldova is the total number of those assisted as victims of trafficking by IOM Chisinau. From 2000 to 2010, this number is 2,741 persons. Added to this number, there have been 1,226 children of victims, 95 stranded migrants, 298 victims of domestic violence, 103 – unaccompanied minors, 23 children left behind and 2, 624 cases at risk of being trafficked for a total number of 7,110 persons who have been assisted by IOM Moldova from 2000-2010. 

3. Who is trafficked and for what purpose? 

The work and experience of IOM Moldova shows that most Moldovan victims are women and girls trafficked for the purpose of sexual and/or labor exploitation. Offers of work are the most common bait used by recruiters. Many girls and women believe that they are going to be working as shop assistants, house keepers or similar professions, but are instead forced to work in the sex industry through coercion, violence and threats. Men and boys have also been trafficked for forced begging and for forced labor in the construction, agriculture, and service sectors. Children are usually trafficked for sexual exploitation, forced begging, theft and other delinquent activities.

Through out the last several years IOM Moldova has seen an increase in the number of identified men who were trafficked for labor exploitation purposes (almost twice comparing with 2009). Most victims of labor exploitation were identified at the local level, after they returned home from the country of destination. Men usually treat the trafficking experience as failed migration and rush to find a new job in order to provide for their families. Hence they do not identify themselves as victims and thus refused the psychological and additional types of assistance. 
4. If someone knows they are going to work in the sex industry can they still be a victim of trafficking?

Yes. Recent information shows a growing trend that more victims are accepting high-risk jobs (waitress, dancer, prostitute, hostess etc.). The main reason for this is despair caused by poverty, unemployment, low salaries and sometimes also psychosocial trauma as a result of domestic violence, including physical and psychological abuse, incest and rape. Even if a person accepts to work in a job linked with the sex industry, they can still become a victim of trafficking if the offer they accept differs considerably from the conditions they face in the destination country. People go to work abroad to earn money, to provide for themselves and their families, but sometimes end up in a situation where they earn little if any money, and have to work and live under terrible conditions. No-one voluntarily chooses exploitation: risking their mental and physical health, earning no or hardly any money and living in much worse conditions than in their home country, regardless of the field of work or country of destination.

5. In Moldova, how are people recruited into trafficking? 

Most people are lured into the networks of trafficking by promises of job opportunities. Often the person making the proposal is someone the victims know and trust, for example a friend, relative, or a neighbor. Working abroad is perceived as a way to earn more money to support their family and to live a decent life. Based on the interviews conducted with trafficking victims assisted by IOM, around 90% suffered from domestic violence prior to their recruitment; their situation at home was already untenable and they were looking for a way out. The high incidence of domestic violence among victims of trafficking and its role as a push-factor has been reported also by other agencies, for example by Winrock International (see www.winrock.org.md).  Some are professionals who can not find work responding to their education and experience. Young people attracted by employment opportunities abroad are especially vulnerable and can easily fall victim to trafficking. In addition to false promises of jobs, another method of recruitment is through false marriage proposals. Once the victims are recruited, they are then transferred, sometimes through other countries, to the country of destination. It is often only once there that people realize they have been deceived. Their passports and personal belongings are often taken away and they are often monitored at all times. Through violence, debt-bondage and threats to their families, victims are held in captivity to prevent escape. They are forced into various activities that produce money for their traffickers (sexual exploitation, forced labor, begging, etc.). 

6. Does organ trafficking occur in Moldova?

Trafficking for the purpose of removal of organs is a form of trafficking and in Moldova some people have been victims of this, especially some years ago. During the last four years, 9 victims of organ trafficking have been assisted by IOM. There exists, however, a more significant pattern of organ transplant related exploitation in terms of people being deceived in the process of selling an organ; people who agreed to sell an organ may be paid less than promised and in some cases there is no payment at all. Furthermore, consent for the transaction may be obtained under varying degrees of coercion. Victims of kidney trafficking face not only the socio-economic problems that caused them to consider selling their kidney in the first place, but also serious health problems due to the lack of information and lack of adequate post-surgery health care. Selling a kidney or another organ is viewed as a last resort to overcome poverty, and victims often do not realize the serious long term consequences of the procedure. Traffickers take advantage of the victim’s profound despair to obtain their consent. Those who sell kidneys are often precluded from taking legal action against the traffickers when they face the reality of what happened to them as they have often unwittingly signed false affidavits saying they consent to donate a kidney.

7. Are the victims always trafficked abroad?

No. Not all cases of trafficking involve crossing a border and there has been an increase of identified cases of internal trafficking. For example, the traffickers may bring persons from rural areas to the cities and force them into prostitution/forced labor/begging. Sometimes, persons trafficked in their own country can at a later stage be trafficked abroad. From 2000-2010, 119 cases of internal trafficking were registered.

8. What are the main destination countries?

Moldovans have been, and continue to be, trafficked to more than 45 destination countries. These include Western Europe, South Eastern Europe, the Middle East, the United States, and the former Soviet Union (CIS countries); primarily Russia. In 2010, the main destination countries were: United Arab Emirates (27.33%), Russia (17.2%), Turkey (14.3%), Moldova (15.1 %), and Egypt (7.9 %).  

9. Who are the traffickers?

One third of Moldovan victims of trafficking are recruited by an acquaintance; one in six by a close friend. Recruiters are from every age group, and include e.g. young women who can be good at manipulating their peers, using their dreams and aspirations as weapons against them. The recruiters often come from the same dire social and economic background as their recruits, and are willing to put their financial interests ahead of the welfare of others. There are also private employment agencies, who recruit job seekers to send them abroad with the purpose of exploiting them. Sometimes victims are forced to “buy” their freedom by recruiting others.

10. Are the trends in trafficking constantly changing?

Yes. In comparison to previous years, the duration of exploitation for sexual services decreased from 1-2 years to 4 months maximum. The conditions of exploitation are “better,” the victims are paid small amounts of money; they are allowed to contact their parents/children and are allowed partial freedom of movement. These manipulative techniques have caused many victims to fall under an illusion of well-being where they consider their traffickers as friends: causing some to return to their traffickers/pimps after being rescued or arrested by police and deported. 

The geography of destination countries has expanded in 2010, having several VoTs identified and repatriated from Indonesia, Malaysia and Egypt. In the latter case, 11 VoTs have been rescued while transiting Egypt on their way to Israel.

Fewer victims are identified abroad. Most of them are mistaken for prostitutes and deported – it was found that many beneficiaries came into trafficking from prostitution and vice-versa. The level of self-identification is also low. Many victims do not know their basic human rights and do not realize they were actually sold and exploited. They do not know they can ask for assistance and have the right to be protected. Others do not ask for assistance, and do not have similar acute medical and psychological needs as victims in previous years. In regards to recruitment, most of the victims knew or suspected what would happen to them abroad; however, the promises they were given upon recruitment were immediately broken upon entry into the countries of destination. 

A new trend can be considered in internal trafficking - sexual exploitation of minors, especially boys. Generally, the victims are aware about the type of services they are to provide. They originate from extremely poor environment, study in general or boarding schools and are often neglected by their parents.
11. What happens to Moldovans returning home after a trafficking experience?

Most trafficking survivors come from a background that is vulnerable economically and socially. Upon return home, they often find themselves in the same conditions, or even worse. The victims who talk about their experience can be rejected by their family, and they often face social stigma, with no chance of returning to normal life and very little means to make a living. Victims usually suffer from serious health problems, both physical and mental, due to their traumatizing experiences. The risk of re-trafficking among victims who face these difficulties is high. Identifying and assisting victims is therefore as important as it is challenging. Rehabilitation and reintegration measures are important recovery processes, which may take months and even years. In Moldova, IOM is one of the organizations assisting victims of trafficking. The Centre for Assistance and Protection (Centre), is run by the Ministry of Labour, Social Protection and Family, in partnership with IOM Moldova. The Centre provides rehabilitation measures in the initial crisis phase after identification. These measures include social support, psychological counseling, medical assistance and legal support. As the only facility of its kind in Moldova, the Centre provides assistance services in a safe and friendly environment. While staying at the Centre, a reintegration plan is developed, and it can involve different types of measures: counseling and psychosocial support, medical assistance, socio-economic empowerment, professional development, formal and informal education, and so forth. If a beneficiary of the Centre for some reason cannot return home after the completion of the crisis intervention phase, the Centre’s staff will assist them with referrals to institutions that provide long-term assistance, or to transitional housing. The Centre can accommodate and provide assistance to 24 beneficiaries.

12. What is being done to combat trafficking in Moldova?

In recent years the Government of the Republic of Moldova has taken a number of legislative, organizational, administrative and other measures to advance the fight against trafficking. In 2005-2006, the Parliament ratified the most important international convention, and adopted the Law on Prevention and Suppression of Trafficking in Human Beings. This law has additions and amendments to the Criminal and Administrative Code and other regulations aimed at enhancing liability for trafficking crimes, as well as related crimes, such as the organization of illegal migration. Progress has been achieved in the criminal prosecution of trafficking cases. There are also various proactive non-governmental organizations providing assistance and support to victims of human trafficking, implementing programs aimed at preventing this phenomenon among risk groups through public awareness raising campaigns and through direct assistance to at-risk groups. In Moldova, the most important mechanism in preventing trafficking in human beings is the National Referral System.

13. What is the National Referral System?

The National Referral System (NRS) is the central mechanism in the fight against trafficking; it is a system of cooperation between governmental and non-governmental actors. All major stakeholders involved in counter trafficking in Moldova participate in the NRS and the Government has full ownership over the system. The NRS is designed to facilitate access to protection services by establishing and employing referral procedures. The NRS strategy is aimed at gradual integration of the existing system of assistance and protection of trafficking victims into the national system of assistance and protection of socially vulnerable groups of the population. The NRS therefore serves to both prevent trafficking as well as to protect and assist those who have fallen victim to this crime. The NRS works to delegate responsibility of the assistance and protection of trafficking victims, with observance for their rights, from international and non-governmental organizations to state agencies. Within the NRS, the state takes the leading role and acts as the coordinator of assistance and prevention measures. On February 10, 2009, the Strategy and Action Plan for the NRS entered into force and became a binding document after its approval by the Parliament.

The NRS was originally launched by IOM Moldova in partnership with the Ministry of Health and Social Protection (MHSP), in 5 pilot rayons in 2006. Currently the NRS has been expanded to 34 territorial administrative units: 30 rayons including 1 rayon in Transnistria, 2 municipalities and 1 town. By 2012 the NRS is expected to provide assistance and protection to vulnerable persons in every community of the Republic of Moldova. 

14. What efforts has the government made to prevent human trafficking? 
The functioning of the state mechanism for fighting and preventing trafficking has been continuously supported by awareness raising activities aimed at prevention of the phenomenon. These activities focused on different target groups – victims of trafficking, vulnerable persons (particularly women and girls), youth, clergy, but also donors and partners.

Among others, awareness-raising aimed at addressing the factors that increase the vulnerability of being trafficked, particularly by directing persons from the target groups to the state services available within the NRS. Thus, the work of the NRS multidisciplinary teams in the regions is promoted by both distribution of informational materials and organization of special events with this purpose. 

Both in 2010, the Government and its partners supported the promotion of hotlines for safe migration and assistance, and of trust lines for victims of domestic violence, organized special events/campaigns to address the issue of trafficking in human beings and vulnerability of women and girls (Family Festival, 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence Campaign
 etc.). 

15. Are there efforts to address root causes of trafficking such as poverty, lack of access to education and economic opportunities, etc.?
Yes. The social and economic empowerment of the disadvantaged groups vulnerable to human trafficking (potential victims/at-risk cases) is carried out on a permanent basis within the NRS, which includes a specific component for this purpose – pro-active prevention by providing social assistance to potential victims. Thus, in order to avoid the risk of trafficking in the case of disadvantaged persons, multidisciplinary teams, in co-operation with IOM and local NGOs identify and provide individual assistance to potential victims of trafficking. This process is based on an individual approach accompanied by case monitoring and counseling, as well as support for (re)insertion into educational institutions, vocational training, employment mediation, business development training and assistance in the form of micro-grants to foster the economic empowerment of (potential) victims. Other types of support includes – medical and psychological assistance, material support facilitating procedure for obtaining social benefits, legal assistance, assistance in obtaining identification documents. Crisis situations are assisted in the Centre for Assistance and Protection (p. 12).

In order to address the root causes of trafficking, NRS provides targeted protection and assistance to particularly vulnerable groups such as: graduates of boarding schools, victims of domestic violence, children left behind as result of migration, unaccompanied minors identified aboard, stranded migrants. 

IV Basic Figures

Republic of Moldova
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	Capital
	Chisinau

	
	Population
	3,563,695  (Excluding Transnistria)

	
	Area: 
	33,845 sq km

	
	Official Language
	Moldovan 

	
	Other Languages
	Russian, Gagauz

	
	Currency: 
	Moldovan Leu (MDL)

	
	GDP Index: 
	0.508

	
	GDP: 
	USD 5.357 billion


	
	GDP PPP
	USD 10.546 billion

	
	GDP per Capita
	USD 1,503


	
	GDP per Capita PPP
	USD 2,959

	
	HDI Rank: 
	99 of 169


	
	Population Living Below Poverty Line
	64.7%

	
	Remittances (Estimated):
	USD 1.18 billion

	
	Net Migration Rate
	1.13 migrants/1,000 population

	
	Immigrants
	10.5%

	
	Women as %age of Immigrants: 
	57.8%

	
	Percentage of Population under 15: 
	15.5%

	
	HIV Prevalence: 
	1.1%

	
	Life Expectancy
	71.37 years

	
	Adult literacy rate
	99.1%


V FAQ sources and statistics 

- The Socio-Economic Impact of the Economic Crisis on Migration and Remittances in the Republic of Moldova (March 2009).

- Labour Migration and Remittances in Moldova: Is the Boom Over?

Trends and Preliminary Findings from the IOM - CBSAXA Panel Household Survey 2006 - 2008

- Migration in Moldova: Country Profile 2008.

- International Monetary Fund (IMF) - World Economic Outlook October 2010
- National Bureau of Statistics, Moldova

- Recommendations of the policy seminar on diaspora and homeland development (April 2008). 

- Recent Trends in Migration and Remittances in Moldova: The CBSAXA Survey 2006

- Trafficking As It Is: IOM Moldova 2006

- IOM Moldova Experience and Presentations on Counter-Trafficking 

- Counter-Trafficking Module (CTM), the largest global database with primary data on VoTs.

The CTM has been created by IOM in order to facilitate the assistance of VoTs as well as to map the victims’ experience and to understand the causes, processes, trends and consequences of trafficking. It serves as a knowledge bank, from which statistics and detailed reports can be drawn, informing research, programme development and policy making on counter trafficking. All the confidential data are protected in order to preserve privacy and security of the VoTs assisted.

For more information please visit www.iom.md

� See MLSPF press release at http://www.mpsfc.gov.md/en/newslst/1211/1/4292/
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